196          CHAITANYA   AND   HIS   COMPANIONS.
Amongst the names of a large number of
klrtuMi singers of the time of Chaitanya, we
may mention some. At the head of Klrtaniyas,
the companions of Chaitanya, stands Narahari
Q ,fl T-         Sarkav of Crikanda, Crlvasa and
Some oi the kirtaiiu                             T                 '    T
singon* of           Vasudera Ghosa, Va.su Datta and
chaitanya's time. Mukuucla Datta of Naclipa. Defer-
ences to their wonderful power of singing are
to he found in all important biographies of
Chaitanya. Bakrecvrara pleased all by his
wonderful dancing. They were all saintly people,
good scholars and devoted to Chaitanya. Their
music and dance in Mrtciua performances
belonged to a higher plane, answering the glow-
ing exortations of the Psalms.
" Let them praise His name in the dance, let
them sing praises unto Him with the timbrel
and harp Let the floods clap their hands. From
the rising of the sun until the going down of
the same, the Lord's name is to be praised."
Chaitanya3s life is important to the students
of the history of Bengal, owing to the great
bearing on the subsequent social evolutions that
took place in the country. To those who are
spiritually inclined his life is of a never-ending
interest like that of the Buddha or of Cankara,
showing some of the greatest features of religious
activity and development in India. To the poets
the dream-like charm of his life is a source of
constant- delight. His whole life is now a song.